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exhibited no lytic action upon the organisms isolated from the same
case. Crossed bacteriophagic tests with the staphylococci and fil-
trates derived from the different cases demonstrated again the vari-
ability of staphylococci as regards bacteriophagy.
Seven patients with pathological, vaginal discharges and who had
eroded and lacerated cervices were treated with a sterile tampon im-
pregnated with polyvalent staphylococcus bacteriophage. The tam-
pon was placed in contact with the cervix, and was allowed to remain
there for twenty-four hours. This procedure was repeated either
two or three times. In all cases the cervix healed rather promptly
and the purulent discharge was no longer present.
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PHYSICAL CHEMISTRY AND BIOPHYSICS. By Matthew Steel, Ph.D.
New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1928.
In the preface of this book one reads "The treatment of the sub-
ject is based on the course in physical chemistry pursued by medical
students at the Long Island College Hospital. . . . The treat-
ment of the subject throughout the course is intended to lead the
student to feel that physical chemistry will enable him to possess a
more lucid perception of the chemical changes that occur in living
matter in health and in disease." The inclusion of such a course in
the medical curriculum is an ambitious attempt, and a perusal of the
table of contents of the book indicates an equally ambitious effort,
since the subject matter presented includes an extensive list of com-
plicated phenomena, usually studied in physical chemistry. The
following is the table of contents:
I. General Introduction. II. The Nature and Structure of
Matter. III. General Properties of Matter. IV. Energy Trans-
formations in Living Matter. V. General Nature of Solutions.
VI. Water: The Greatest Solvent. VII. Diffusion and Osmotic
Pressure. VIII. The Nature and Behavior of Electrolytes in Solu-
tion. IX. Chemical Equilibrium and the Law of Mass Action.
X. Measurement of Hydrogen-ion Concentration. XI. The Col-
loidal State of Matter. XII. Catalysis and Velocity of Chemical
Reactions. XIII. Dynamical Physical Chemistry of the Cell.
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tempted to perform an almost impossible task in presenting, in cold
type, subject matter which lends itself more readily to discussion in
informal lectures. There seems to be nothing unique in the method
of presentation and unless one had some familiarity with the subject
matter in advance the value of the book would be quite definitely
limited. On the other hand, it is quite evident that the author has
been painstaking in going through the literature and has been gen-
erous in placing references at the reader's disposal. Nevertheless,
it would seem that on the average, a medical student spending a
great length of time reading this book would be in danger of attain-
ing a superficial knowledge which might justify the statement that
"a little learning is a dangerous thing."
RAYMOND HUSSEY
THE ELEMENTS OF THE SCIENCE OF NUTRITION. By Graham Lusk,
Ph.D., Sc.D., Professor of Physiology at the Cornell University Medical College,
New York City. Fourth Edition, Reset. Octavo of 844 pages. Philadelphia
and London: W. B. Saunders Company, I928. Cloth, $7.oo Net.
It seems almost gratuitous to venture a special notice of a book
that has, for nearly quarter of a century, been favorably known to
students of nutrition as one of the very few outstanding reference
works on the subject. When the first edition appeared in I906,
many of the fundamentals of the metabolism of matter in the body
had already become well established, and the energy aspects of nutri-
tion were being more accurately formulated. The discovery of the
vitamins and the implications of the vitamin hypotheses belong to
a considerably later period, and were initially discussed in the third
edition of Lusk's book. Meanwhile the newer contributions of both
animal and clinical calorimetry-topics to which the author and his
collaborators have made many distinguished contributions-have
been compiled and unfolded in a critical manner for each succeeding
edition including the present, "the fourth and final edition of this
book."
To the present reviewer Lusk's Science of Nutrition has never
seemed to present the earmarks of the conventional textbook. It
is too replete with facts, too thoroughly emancipated from the con-
ventions of a "systematic" compendium, too rich in suggestions of
the limitations of our knowledge to appeal to the routine reader.
Yet it is precisely such characteristics of individuality, the personal
arguments of an expert investigator, the historical retrospect and